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Welcome back to all you Slide and Woggle Fans. If
you like to create or have an artistic flare in
whatever medium or know some one else who

does then you'll enjoy this third issue booklet. Even if you
haven’t or if you have had the chance to see the earlier
issues one and two then you’ll find more great info this
issue. As with the previous booklets you'll find quite a
variety of the old “Whittlin Jim” series. I’m still taking
inspiration from them to duplicate and create my own
variations. I mentioned in the last issue that all of these
have been published in “Boy’s Life” magazine. After
discovering how many there were, it has made me
reconsider recreating them all, but “Hey”, I’m still
young(at heart anyway). Lets just say I’m being a bit
more selective in how I go about it. I try and pick up odds
and ends that will allow me to try and duplicate some of the slides displayed here and in past issues. But I’m
betting I that I’m going to have a hard time coming across some armadillo tails and cowhorns or antlers. They
just aren’t readily available to us city folk.

Almost all of these slides, with the exception of the ones I created/designed/concocted personally, came
from the pages of Boy’s Life Magazine™. The earliest ones from a renowned gentleman known as "Whittlin
Jim". I’ve had great success in researching more info about Boy’s Life slides, with the help of individuals like
John R. Eppler and his donations of scans; Mike Ward, for sending me a copy of his entire collection organized
by date and issue; and numerous others who’ve supplied me a slide here or there for reference. I truly appreciate
your efforts in attempting to keep the neckerchief and slides an interesting part of the Scouting uniform.

So, if you enjoyed my first and second issue; or your new to the art of slide making, or you have the need
to create or just lack the ideas for what to make; then I hope you enjoy looking thru the next few pages. I'm sure
it will spark your imagination and urge you to make your own or inspire other ideas based on what you see. 

Again my advice to you when making slides would be "Patience", “Patience”, “Patience”. Don't RUSH take
your time and do it right especially with whittling, painting and finishing. Finishing touches will add to the
realism and will covet you the awe inspiring gawks and questions, "Did you make that", "Wow, is that for real?" 

Enjoy... Good Scouting to all of you.
Asst. Scoutmaster Greg F. Firestone

Introduction Here is a copy from a page from Boy’s Life
Neckerchief Slide Contest dated back in 1956.
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Signal
Tower

This slide was inspired after I visited a state park near by that had a
fire/signal tower used by forest rangers.  Although simple looking, its a bit

trickier than you might imagine. At the least there is very little carving
involved. On the upside you can make this slide virtually out of all the scrap
pieces you might have left laying around. 

Simply layout the design starting with the left and right tower poles.
Approximately 4 inches. Then cut the four floor support cross sections in
tapering lengths from top to bottom. Using wood glue assemble into place
leaving at least .25” extra at the top and bottom. Let dry. Next cut smaller strut
pieces to form the “X”s between the floor levels(be sure to angle the ends to
match the floors and the outer poles. Glue in place and let dry. Now the hard
part., cut even smaller pieces to form the ladder(avoid the temptation to use
toothpicks, unless you use round ones). Cut the pieces all the same size and
glue in place as evenly spaced to form the steps on the ladder.

Finally cut to small poles for off the top, glue in place. Then cut two flat flag
shaped pieces and glue to poles at the top. Stain the wood or just varnish. Paint
the poles black or your choice. Then paint the flags white and red for signal
flags. Add your choice of loop backings. Course you could paint the flags  after
your troop flag, patrol flag, etc.

By Greg Firestone
August 2001

Magnets
Galore If the magnet fits, wear it!! The slides shown at the left are just a few

examples of the many slides you can create easily with the with the
use of magnets. You can find these virtually anywhere. The two on the
left I found at a local grocer’s. The longhorn skull I picked up on my
visit to the actual “Alamo”. If you find a magnet that you think would
make a great neckerchief slide don’t hesitate in doing so, just because
your not putting talent into carving, engraving or crafting it together
doesn’t mean it won’t look cool as slide. Neckchief slides aren’t all
about carving or leatherwork, their just a means to the end. I have
buttons, magnets, and several other items altered from their original
intend use, converted into a slide. Now if your curious how I turned
the magnets into slides then here’s my recommendation. Sometimes
the magnets are easy to get off, others prove near impossible and risk
damaging the piece. I’ve found the simplest way to convert the magnet
into a slide is a simple strip of nylon rope, roughly 1/8” thick. Keep it
reasonably short(so scraps come in quite handy for these, that’s why I
never throw anything away). Using Goop or Super glue, place each
end of the string along the sides of the magnet with a good coating of
the glue. Use needle nose pliers to hold the rope in place until the glue
starts to set up. Let dry for a good 24 hours. Test the strength by
handing the slide from  the string. Now simply fold the loop portion of
the string down to slide onto your neckerchief. One recommendation
however, beware of extremely heavy magnets, they’ll tend to be
difficult to stay in position when wearing them. 

So.... Keep on the lookout for those magnets.

GF1

GF2

By Greg Firestone
July/August/Sept. 2001
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Taking inspiration from a Whittlin Jim rope slide
featured in my last issue, I came up with an idea to

use this easy to make slide for customized events.
Be sure to follow the original rope/knot tying

instructions in my last issue. I highly recommend you
take a piece of scrap wood to make the guide to help tie
this knot. It can be tied without the template, but it
makes it a whole lot simpler to do with it. In fact once I
had the template created I was able to crank out about 4
or 5 an evening while watching TV. 

After tying the basic knot be sure not to finish the end
pieces just yet. Using my computer I designed some
simple backs, I mounted the laser print to some heavy
poster board. Punched two holes in position then stuck
the two loose ends thru. Glue the knot to the circle, and
letting it sit with a heavy weight to get a good bond. I
then sewed the loose ends of the rope finishing it. The

one shown below I created only three, one for myself
an two more for the other two Scouters on the Road
trip to National Jamboree. As it happened neither of
them had neckerchiefs(Can you imagine no
neckerchiefs?) I quickly reprimanded them, but
found that they had a great solution for my design.
They took the extend rope loop an hooked it to their

shirt buttoned pocket, making it a great patch. 

Special
Event

Slide or
Patch

By Greg Firestone
July/August/Sept.

2001

GF3

Ok, maybe I got a bit carried away with this.... but if you
remember my first issue, I gave you plans for a way to display

your neckerchief slides at home. Well being a woodcarver merit
badge counselor I wanted a way to show of my slides plus keep
them safe for traveling. 

So rather than just throwing them in a shoebox, I found this old
Samsonite hardside briefcase(maybe someone you know has an
old briefcase you could use, be sure and get permission first). The
easy part was getting the foam(most fabric stores). In the top I used
carpet tape and glue to set the foam in place. I layed out all the
slides with solid loop backs that I could fit in the area. Then with
a sharp knife I carefully put a slit in the foam. Once all the slits
were in place you can simply insert your slide. (try and use only
light weight and less bulky slides for the upper half.

I left my bigger, bulkier slides for the bottom, that don’t have a
simple loop, such as a barrel, my wood badge woggle, etc. For
these I simply cut holes in the shape of the slide clean thru the
foam. Then the slide fits perfectly down into the hole.  

With all my slides in place, I wanted to do something special on
the outside, I thought about just painting something. But that just
wouldn’t do. So I designed the hand carved plaque shown at the
far left. After carving it I stained and painted it. Then I mounted it
to the outside with brass bolts, washers and rounded nuts on the
exterior side, giving it a really sharp look. Before mounting I gave
the plaque a couple of coats of varnish. Now I have a case that I’m
proud to carry with me and the comfort of knowing that my slides
have less of a chance to be lost or damaged.

Deluxe
Slide Case

By Greg Firestone
October 2001GF4
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This  book was produced by Greg F.  F irestone in  the attempt  to  cata log and he lp
reference the numerous amounts of  s l ides he has co l lected thru o ld  “Boy’s  L i fe
Magaz ines ™”,  internet  s i tes,  and other var ious means of  insp irat ion,  in  add i t ion  to
the  ones he has personal ly  created.  A l l  s l ides shown by “Whit t l in  J im” are as they
appeared in  “Boy’s  L i fe  Magaz ine ™”.  I t  is  not  my intent  to  cap i ta l i ze  or in fr inge on the
afore ment ioned works of  “Whit t l in  J im” or “Boy's  L i fe  Magaz ine ™”.  

I  hope see ing these s l ides insp ire you or your scouts into  creat ing them or
generat ing new ideas for the ir  own.

I f  you have any quest ions or ideas for s l ides you ’d  l ike  to  pass a long fee l  free to
v is i t  our troops websi te( l isted be low) and emai l  me at :   g f ire@aol .com

I ' l l  be  working on the th ird ed i t ion  soon which wi l l  inc lude many more s l ides
direct ly  from “Boy's  L i fe  Magaz ine ™” and from those generous ind iv idua ls  who have

writ ten or emai led me,  p lus new one's  I 've  personal ly  created.

A copy of this book is available via our troop website in a .pdf format. 
Visit our website at: http://hometown.aol.com/supertroop194/myhomepage/profile .html


