Summer Camp is just about here, and several of you have been asking: “what should we bring”? Here is a checklist of some items to pack, as well as some reminders about Summer Camp…

Clothes

Scout Uniform (shirt, neckerchief & slide or bolo)

2-3 pair Pants

2-3 pair Shorts

4-5 T shirts

7 pairs Socks

Swimming suit

7 pair Underwear

2 pairs of shoes* (in case 1 pair gets wet)

rain gear (even if the forecast looks clear)

sweat shirt or jacket (it can get cool at night)

Sandals or water shoes*
Sun glasses

Order of the Arrow Sash (for OA members)

Gear

Scout Handbook & Binder

Sleeping bag

Pillow

Tent (troop tents are available)

Mat/pad or cot

“Personals” – plate, cup, bowl, fork, knife, spoon

Camp chair (collapsible)

Sun screen

Flashlight

Pocket knife

Compass

Towel

Shampoo & Soap

Toothbrush & Toothpaste

Water bottle

Miscellaneous

Book to read

Soda & snacks**

Games*** (the troop has a lot of games)

Spending money****

Walkman/Discman/Radio/TV*****

Prescription Medicine******

Notes & Reminders

Meet at the HCE parking lot IN UNIFORM at 8:30am for a 9:00am departure on Saturday, July 14. Maps to camp as well as emergency contact information will be handed out to parents at that time.

We will stop for lunch at McDonalds in Green Bay, which is about the half way point. Everyone will be given $5 for their meal. We will arrive at camp mid afternoon.
Merit Badge PREREQUISITES – We emphasized this for weeks and weeks at the end of the school year. It’s vital for the success of completing some merit badges that prerequisites are completed BEFORE the first day of camp. If you don’t remember if you have prerequisites for a merit badge (not all merit badges do), contact Mr. Roberts right away.

*It’s wise to bring 2 pairs of shoes, in case 1 pair gets wet. This is an absolute MUST if a Scout plans on going on the Bog Walk – their shoes WILL BE RUINED at the end of this trek, so be sure to bring an old pair that can be thrown away afterwards. Water shoes are okay, as they can be washed off. Sandals are okay at the waterfront, but not a good idea for the Bog Walk or allowed in the general camp areas.
** Plenty of food and drink is provided at camp, but Scouts are welcome to bring a small amount of snacks and/or soda with them. No more than 1 bag of chips/pretzels/candy and no more than ONE 12-pack of 12 oz cans of soda will be allowed. There is a trading post at camp that sells junk food and soda, so you can bring some extra spending money to be used at the Trading Post. Please remind your son he needs to eat the healthy food provided at camp, and can’t live off the junk food at the trading post.  
Please remind your scout that he is not to keep food in his tent!  The food should be stored in the troop’s clamshell.  If food is stored in the tent they may get a uninvited guest that will tear a hole in their tent and may leave behind a mess.  Hopefully if this does happen the scout is not going to be in the tent when this occurs.
*** The troop has a games box with plenty of games to keep Scouts occupied during free time, but some Scouts like to bring some of their own games. Electronic games like GameBoys are ONLY ALLOWED DURING THE DRIVE TO AND FROM CAMP – they are not allowed in camp. If they are seen or heard in camp, they will be taken away for the duration of camp and given back to the Scout when they arrive home from camp. 

*** Many Scouts enjoy playing a trading card game called MAGIC. We will provide some free time when MAGIC is allowed to be played. Some cards and decks can be quite valuable. IT IS THE SCOUT’S RESPONSIBILITY to keep track of his cards. IT IS REQUIRED that when the cards are not being used, that they be placed back in the Scout’s tent in a safe place. If they are left out, unattended, THEY WILL BE TAKEN AWAY for the duration of camp and returned to the Scout when they arrive home from camp.

**** A good rule of thumb for spending money is $10-$20. The Trading Post sells souvenirs like t-shirts and hats as well as gear that a Scout may have forgotten. Keep in mind that some merit badges also require extra fees (ie: the Rifle merit badge requires $5 for unlimited shooting throughout the week). Please plan accordingly.
***** Walkman/Discman/Radio/TV devices may be used WITH HEADPHONES on the ride to and from camp. TVs are NOT ALLOWED at any time in camp. Walkman/Discman/Radio can be used in our campsite area WITH HEADPHONES. If we hear them, they will be taken away for the duration of camp and given back to the Scout when they arrive home from camp. 

****** DO NOT send along non-prescription medicine like Tylenol, Tums, etc… - the troop has a well stocked first aid kit. If a Scout has prescription medication, he will need to turn in that medication to Mr. Roberts when we arrive at camp. Scouts may NOT keep their own prescription medication in their possession, with the exception of inhalers. One of the adult leaders will be assigned to keep and distribute all of the prescription medication. IT IS THE SCOUT’s RESPONSIBILITY to advise this adult leader when he needs his medication – we can not keep track of everyone’s schedule.
HOME SICKNESS – Like rain, mosquitoes, and “mystery meat sandwiches”, home sickness is sometimes part of camp life. Some Scouts get it more than others, while some don’t get it at all. The adult leaders are very sensitive to the symptoms of home sickness, and have a lot of ways to help a Scout through it. We have found that activity is the best remedy for home sickness. Please encourage your son to stick with his merit badges, even if they don’t appear to be going well, and try a lot of the activities available within camp – there’s no excuse for being bored at LNC. Also, remind your son to EAT WELL – living off of Doritos and Mountain Dew tends to contribute to home sickness.

We DO NOT let Scouts call home unless it is truly an emergency. We do not consider home sickness an “emergency”. 
Parents may and are encouraged to send letters to camp – the mailing address will be handed out at the HCE parking lot on Saturday. Please be encouraging in your letters but avoid phases like “we really miss you” (even though you do), which might add fuel to the home sickness fire. Feel free to write letter(s) of encouragement, and discretely hand those letters to Mr. Roberts at the HCE parking lot before departure. If we notice a little home sickness coming on with your son, we’ll distribute a very timely letter from home [wink, wink].
We will break down and leave camp on July 21. Historically, we have left between 9:30-10:30am – it depends on when we can get someone to inspect our site from LNC. We stop at the same McDonalds on the way back for lunch – everyone gets $5 again. There are a lot of variables on when we’ll be back home, but it should be between 3:00-5:00pm. All Scouts will be dropped off at their homes, so you don’t need to meet us anywhere.

If you have any questions that this letter doesn’t answer, please call or write.

Yours In Scouting

Don McAllister
414-427-5317(home)   donmac@execpc.com
